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wherein each slot has at least one bevelled cutting edge, andjhejxet^ second 
heads contact one anolherasjheji^ lo one another so that 

the cuttins-edgcTap^ force on opposite sides of the bone plate. 

20. (Amended) Thg^sSembly of claim 1 9, wherein each slot has a second cutting 

edge. 



22. (Amend^dfThe assembly of claim 20, wherein each slot has opposing cutting 



edges. 



24. (Amended) The assembly of claim 23, wherein the bac^Jfces are 
1^ 3 substantially smooth. 

25. (Amended) The assembly of claim 19, wherein at least a portion of each 
handle is tapered. 

26. (Amended) The assembly^ claim 19, wherein each handle has a longitudinal 
axis and the relative position of the longitudinal axes of the handles are configured at an acute 
angle when initiating rotation oj/me heads about the bone plate, 

27. (Amended) The assembly of claim 26, wherein the angle formed between the 
handles of each head^decreases as the heads are rotated about the bone plate. 



A 



30. (Amended) A bone plate cutting apparatus for shearing by transverse forces a 
bone plate having a non-circular cross-section apd a longitudinal axis, comprising: 
a first shearing element comprising, 

a handle for manipulation of the first shearing element; and 
a first head attached^) the handle and having upper, lower, and side surfaces, 
and a slot through the upper an^lower surfaces with a bevelled cutting edge (hereon, the slot 
having fixed dimensions andextending from the side surface and tapering from the side 
surface toward an interirir of the first head; and 
a second shewing element comprising 

alfandlc for manipulation of the second shearing element; and 
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a second head attached to the handle arid having upper, lower, and side 
surfaces, and a slot through the upper and lowcptfurfaces with a bevelled cutting edge 
thereon, the slot having fixed dimensioned extending from the side surface and tapering 
from the side surface toward an intepdr of the second head, 

wherein rotation of the firit and second heads counter to one another with the heads 
directly touching each other at the cutting edges applies a torsional shearing force on die bone 
plate in a plane transverse to the longitudinal axis of the bone plate. 



35. (Amended) The apparatus'of claim 30, wherein each handle has a longitudinal 
axis and the relative position of the>dngitudinal axes of the handles are configured at an acute 
angle when initiating rotation ofthe heads about the bone plate. 



36. (Amenji^d) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein each handle has a longitudinal 
axis and the angle^ormed by the relative position ofthe longitudinal axes ofthe handles of 
each head decreases as the heads are rotated about the bone plate. 



39, (Amended) The apparatus of claim 39/wherein the first and second shearing 
elements have substantially identical structure. 



40, (Amended) A cutting assembly for shearing a bone fixation member having a 
longitudinal axis and opposing sides, cornprising; 
a first shearing element comprising 

a handle for manipulation of the first shearing element; 
a first head attached to the handle and having a front face, a back face having a 
surface a portion of which is substantially flat and at least one outer surface, the first head 
having a slot of fixed dimensions through the front and back faces and extending from the 
outer surface toward an interior ofthe first head, the slot defining opposing faces, at least one 
of such opposing faces tapering from the front face towards the back face such that the 
distance between the opposing faces at the front face is greater than the distance between the 
opposing faces at the back face; and 

a second spearing element comprising: 

idle for manipulation of the second shearing element; and 
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a second head attached to the handle and havir^a front face, a back face 
having a surface a portion of which is substantially fl^fmd at least one outer surface, the 
second head having a slot of fixed dimensions-through the front and back faces and extending 
from the outer surface toward an interipTof the second head, the slot defining opposing faces 
at least one of such faces taperinj^from the front face towards the back face such that the 
distance between the opposing: faces at the front face is greater than the distance between ihe 
opposing faces at the b^dK face, 

wherein the'fapered opposing face of each shearing element forms a cutting edge 
thereon, and a^least a portion of the cutting edges contact opposite sides of the bone fixation 
member when the back faces of the respective shearing elements are rotated while directly 
touchiilg each other. 



lims 2Jkand 2^wi 



Please cancel claims 2JHmd 29 without prejudice. 
Please add the following new claim: 



41 . (New) A bone plate cutting assembly for spring by transverse forces a bone 
plate having a non-circular cross-section and a longitudinal axis, comprising: 
a first shearing element comprising 

a handle for manipulation of th^first shearing element; and 
a first head attached to the Ij^ndle and having a front face, a back face, and at 
least one outer surface, the first head having a slot through the front and back faces and 
extending from the outer surface tov/ards an interior of the first head; and 
a second shearing element comprising 

a handle for manipulation of the second shearing element; and 
a second he^d attached to the handle and having a front face, a back face, and 
at least one outer surfac^, the second head having a slot through the front and back faces and 
extending from the outer surface towards an interior of the second head; 

wherein ffie first and second slots define opposing faces and at least one opposing face 
of each set of (Opposing faces intersects the back face of the shearing element to form a 
bevelled cuffing edge and wherein rotation of the first and second heads counter to one 
another With the heads directly touching each other at the cutting edges applies a torsional 
shearing force on the bone plate. 
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